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This book is an historical account of the emergence of youth gangs and the transformation of these into street
gangs in the United States. The author traces the emergence of these gangs in the four major geographical
regions over the span of two centuries, from the early 1800s to 2012. The author’s authoritative analysis
explains gang emergence and expansion from play groups to heavily armed street gangs responsible for a
large proportion of urban crimes, including drive-by shootings that often kill innocent bystanders.
Nationwide, street gangs now account for 1 in 6 homicides each year, and for 1 in 4 in very large cities. In
recent years, the number of gangs, gang members, and gang homicides increased, even though the U.S. has
seen a sharp drop in violent and property crimes over the past decade.

The author’s historical analysis reveals the key contributing factors to transformation of youth gangs,
including social disorganization that occurred following large-scale immigration early in American history
and urban policies that pushed minorities to inner city areas and public housing projects. This analysis
includes the influence of prison gangs on street gangs. The first generation of prison gangs emerged
spontaneously in response to dangers inside prisons. The second generation was for many years extensions
of street gangs that grew enormously during the 1980s and 1990s, particularly in large urban areas in which
public housing projects have served as incubators for street gangs. The third generation of prison gangs is
extremely active in street-level criminal enterprises in varied forms, often highly structured and well
managed organizations that are actively involved in drug trafficking. In recent years, returning inmates are a
predominant influence on local gang violence. Now, prison gangs and street gangs often work together in
street-level criminal enterprises.

This book identifies the most promising ways that gang violence can be reduced. The best long-term
approach is a combination of gang prevention, intervention, and suppression strategies and programs.
Targeted suppression of gang violence is imperative. Street-workers that serve as violence interrupters can
break the cycle of contagious gang violence.
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From reader reviews:

Todd Crain:

The book The History of Street Gangs in the United States: Their Origins and Transformations give you a
sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable considerably more increase.
Book can to become your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem with the subject. If you
can make reading a book The History of Street Gangs in the United States: Their Origins and
Transformations to be your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your capable, increase your
knowledge about many or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like wide open and read a
reserve The History of Street Gangs in the United States: Their Origins and Transformations. Kinds of book
are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this
guide?

Angel Jones:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a guide your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand than other is
high. For you who want to start reading a book, we give you that The History of Street Gangs in the United
States: Their Origins and Transformations book as beginning and daily reading book. Why, because this
book is more than just a book.

Diana Brunswick:

This book untitled The History of Street Gangs in the United States: Their Origins and Transformations to be
one of several books that best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this book you can
get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book retailer or you can order it by
way of online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book,
because you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past
this publication from your list.

Molly Maldonado:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information that can give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can easily
share their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their own reader with their
story or perhaps their experience. Not only the story that share in the ebooks. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
young ones, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always try to
improve their proficiency in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to the book. One of



them is this The History of Street Gangs in the United States: Their Origins and Transformations.
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