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This book makes afundamental contribution to phonology, linguistic typology, and the nature of the human
language faculty. Distinctive features in phonology distinguish one meaningful sound from another. Since
the mid-twentieth century they have been seen as a set characterizing all possible phonological distinctions
and as an integral part of Universal Grammar, the innate language faculty underlying successive versions of
Chomskyan generative theory. The usefulness of distinctive features in phonologica analysisis
uncontroversial, but the supposition that features are innate and universal rather than learned and language-
specific has never, until now, been systematically tested. In his pioneering account Jeff Mielke presents the
results of acrosslinguistic survey of natural classes of distinctive features covering almost six hundred of the
world's languages drawn from avariety of different families. He shows that no theory is able to characterize
more than 71 percent of classes, and further that current theories, deployed either singly or collectively, do
not predict the range of classes that occur and recur. He reveal s the existence of apparently unnatural classes
in many languages. Even without these findings, he argues, there are reasons to doubt whether distinctive
features are innate: for example, distinctive features used in signed languages are different from those in
spoken languages, even though deafnessis generally not hereditary. The author explains the grouping of
sounds into classes and concludes by offering a unified account of what previously have been considered to
be natural and unnatural classes. The data on which the analysisis based are freely available in a program
downloadable from the publisher's web site.
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From reader reviews:
John Solorio:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the e-book entitled The Emergence of Distinctive Features (Oxford Studiesin Typology
and Linguistic Theory). Try to the actual book The Emergence of Distinctive Features (Oxford Studiesin
Typology and Linguistic Theory) asyour pal. It meansthat it can being your friend when you experience
alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The
book makes you alot more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let us make new
experience and knowledge with this book.

Jaime L eflore:

Here thing why that The Emergence of Distinctive Features (Oxford Studiesin Typology and Linguistic
Theory) are different and reliable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good nonetheless it dependsin
the content of it which isthe content is astasty as food or not. The Emergence of Distinctive Features
(Oxford Studiesin Typology and Linguistic Theory) giving you information deeper as different ways, you
can find any book out there but there is no book that similar with The Emergence of Distinctive Features
(Oxford Studiesin Typology and Linguistic Theory). It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your
personal eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you.
Y ou can bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your technique home by train. Should you
be having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of The Emergence of Distinctive Features
(Oxford Studiesin Typology and Linguistic Theory) in e-book can be your aternate.

Lisa Cook:

Y our reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this The Emergence of Distinctive
Features (Oxford Studiesin Typology and Linguistic Theory) guide written by well-known writer whose to
say well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written inside
good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your personal
hunger then you still uncertainty The Emergence of Distinctive Features (Oxford Studiesin Typology and
Linguistic Theory) as good book not only by the cover but also from the content. Thisis one reserve that can
break don't ascertain book by its deal with, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this kind
of!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to a different sixth
sense.

Wendy Hartnett:

Publication is one of source of knowledge. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen need book to know the up-date information of year to year. Aswe know those publications



have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. From the book
The Emergence of Digtinctive Features (Oxford Studiesin Typology and Linguistic Theory) we can acquire
more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To be creative person must choose to read a book. Only
choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life at this book
The Emergence of Distinctive Features (Oxford Studiesin Typology and Linguistic Theory). Y ou can more
pleasing than now.
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