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Theodora of Byzantium, rising from the lowest ranks of Byzantine society, became one of the most
important and powerful women in history. In this gripping biography, Theodora's full story is revealed for
the first time, according her a well-deserved place in the pantheon of great women.

Theodora's meager beginnings as the daughter of a bear-keeper could not have foretold her astonishing future
as the wife of Justinian, the powerful ruler of the Byzantine empire. An actress at the time who was chastised
for her scandalous performances, she eventually caught the attention of the young Justinian, who was no
doubt charmed as much by her beauty as by her cunning.

Justinian and Theodora ruled the empire together from their rich and bustling seat of power in
Constantinople, making decisions regarding the fate of their kingdom that would reverberate for centuries to
come. Time and time again, Theodora's wisdom and counsel to the emperor saved Justinian's empire and
assured their place in history.

Hailed by European reviewers as "Book of the Year" upon its publication in Italian, Paolo Cesaretti's book
gives a balanced portrait of an intriguing figure who, in the face of those who tried to defame her, rose from
the ranks of the poor to build an empire at the side of her ambitious husband.

Paolo Cesaretti, a professor of Byzantine studies, teaches at University of Chieti, Italy. In addition to many
books on a variety of subjects related to Byzantine art and history, he regularly contributes to important
Italian publications including Corriere della Sera.
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From reader reviews:

Abel Mulholland:

This book untitled Theodora: Empress of Byzantium to be one of several books which best seller in this year,
this is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this book
in the book retail store or you can order it by means of online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too.
It makes you easier to read this book, as you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason to
you personally to past this guide from your list.

Gina Dana:

Why? Because this Theodora: Empress of Byzantium is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve
waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will shock you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book
beside it was fantastic author who else write the book in such awesome way makes the content on the inside
easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for
not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of
advantages than the other book get such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking
technique. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I have been you I will go to the book store
hurriedly.

Olivia Cook:

With this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you need
to do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to get a look at some books. Among the
books in the top listing in your reading list is usually Theodora: Empress of Byzantium. This book which can
be qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking way up
and review this book you can get many advantages.

Samantha Smith:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is published or printed or outlined from each source which filled update of news. In this
modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media
social including newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just seeking the Theodora: Empress of Byzantium when you essential it?
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