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In 1806 an anxious crowd of thousands descended upon Lenox, Massachusetts, for the public hanging of
Ephraim Wheeler, condemned for the rape of his thirteen-year-old daughter, Betsy. Not all witnesses
believed justice had triumphed. The death penalty had become controversial; no one had been executed for
rape in Massachusetts in more than a quarter century. Wheeler maintained his innocence. Over one hundred
local citizens petitioned for his pardon--including, most remarkably, Betsy and her mother.

Impoverished, illiterate, a failed farmer who married into a mixed-race family and clashed routinely with his
wife, Wheeler existed on the margins of society. Using the trial report to reconstruct the tragic crime and
drawing on Wheeler's jailhouse autobiography to unravel his troubled family history, Irene Quenzler Brown
and Richard D. Brown illuminate a rarely seen slice of early America. They imaginatively and sensitively
explore issues of family violence, poverty, gender, race and class, religion, and capital punishment, revealing
similarities between death penalty politics in America today and two hundred years ago.

Beautifully crafted, engagingly written, this unforgettable story probes deeply held beliefs about morality
and about the nature of justice.
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From reader reviews:

Brandi Huff:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until adult are different content. We all know that that
book is very important for people. The book The Hanging of Ephraim Wheeler: A Story of Rape, Incest, and
Justice in Early America was making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more
information. It is quite advantages for you. The book The Hanging of Ephraim Wheeler: A Story of Rape,
Incest, and Justice in Early America is not only giving you far more new information but also to become
your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your guide. Try to make
relationship using the book The Hanging of Ephraim Wheeler: A Story of Rape, Incest, and Justice in Early
America. You never sense lose out for everything if you read some books.

Kenneth Harrell:

Here thing why that The Hanging of Ephraim Wheeler: A Story of Rape, Incest, and Justice in Early
America are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all reading a book is good nonetheless it depends
in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as delightful as food or not. The Hanging of Ephraim
Wheeler: A Story of Rape, Incest, and Justice in Early America giving you information deeper as different
ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no book that similar with The Hanging of Ephraim
Wheeler: A Story of Rape, Incest, and Justice in Early America. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open
up your personal eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is probably can be happened
around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your method home by
train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of The Hanging of
Ephraim Wheeler: A Story of Rape, Incest, and Justice in Early America in e-book can be your alternate.

Jenna Springer:

This book untitled The Hanging of Ephraim Wheeler: A Story of Rape, Incest, and Justice in Early America
to be one of several books that best seller in this year, that is because when you read this reserve you can get
a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book retail store or you can order it
via online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, as
you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this book from
your list.

Shirley Akins:

You may get this The Hanging of Ephraim Wheeler: A Story of Rape, Incest, and Justice in Early America
by check out the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve issue if you get
difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by means of written or
printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking from
your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information



about your book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to
choose suitable ways for you.
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