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Crockett Johnson (born David Johnson Leisk, 1906-1975) and Ruth Krauss (1901-1993) were a husband-
and-wife team that created such popular children's books as The Carrot Seed and How to Make an
Earthquake. Separately, Johnson created the enduring children's classic Harold and the Purple Crayon and
the groundbreaking comic strip Barnaby. Krauss wrote over a dozen children's books illustrated by others,
and pioneered the use of spontaneous, loose-tongued kids in children's literature. Together, Johnson and
Krauss's style--whimsical writing, clear and minimalist drawing, and a child's point-of-view--is among the
most revered and influential in children's literature and cartooning, inspiring the work of Maurice Sendak,
Charles M. Schulz, Chris Van Allsburg, and Jon Scieszka.

This critical biography examines their lives and careers, including their separate achievements when not
collaborating. Using correspondence, sketches, contemporary newspaper and magazine accounts, archived
and personal interviews, author Philip Nel draws a compelling portrait of a couple whose output
encompassed children's literature, comics, graphic design, and the fine arts. Their mentorship of now-famous
illustrator Maurice Sendak (Where the Wild Things Are) is examined at length, as is the coupl€'s appeal to
adult contemporaries such as Duke Ellington and Dorothy Parker. Defiantly leftist in an era of McCarthyism
and Cold War paranoia, Johnson and Krauss risked collaborations that often contained subtly rendered
liberal themes. Indeed, they were under FBI surveillance for years. Their legacy of considerable success
invites readers to dream and to imagine, drawing paths that take them anywhere they want to go.
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From reader reviews:
Erin Weiss;

As peoplewho livein typically the modest era should be update about what going on or data even
knowledge to make them keep up with the erawhich is always change and advance. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by examining books. It is agood choice for yourself but the problems coming to you is
you don't know which you should start with. This Crockett Johnson and Ruth Krauss: How an Unlikely
Couple Found Love, Dodged the FBI, and Transformed Children's Literature (Children's Literature
Association Series) is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves
what you want and need in this era.

Eric Bittinger:

This Crockett Johnson and Ruth Krauss: How an Unlikely Couple Found Love, Dodged the FBI, and
Transformed Children's Literature (Children's Literature Association Series) are reliable for you who want to
become a successful person, why. The main reason of this Crockett Johnson and Ruth Krauss: How an
Unlikely Couple Found Love, Dodged the FBI, and Transformed Children's Literature (Children's Literature
Association Series) can be one of the great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple
studying food but feed a person with information that might be will shock your earlier knowledge. This book
is handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed people.
Beside that this Crockett Johnson and Ruth Krauss: How an Unlikely Couple Found Love, Dodged the FBI,
and Transformed Children's Literature (Children's Literature Association Series) forcing you to have an
enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we know it
useful in your day exercise. So, let's have it and enjoy reading.

Harold Bunch:

The book Crockett Johnson and Ruth Krauss: How an Unlikely Couple Found Love, Dodged the FBI, and
Transformed Children's Literature (Children's Literature Association Series) will bring one to the new
experience of reading a book. The author style to describe the ideais very unique. In case you try to find new
book to read, this book very acceptable to you. The book Crockett Johnson and Ruth Krauss: How an
Unlikely Couple Found Love, Dodged the FBI, and Transformed Children's Literature (Children's Literature
Association Series) is much recommended to you to study. Y ou can also get the e-book through the official
web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Sherry Nicholson:

People livein this new day time of lifestyle always try and and must have the time or they will get lot of
stress from both way of life and work. So, once we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely yes.
People is human not really a huge robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are you experiencing



when the spare time coming to you of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you try thisone,
reading publications. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, typically the book you have read
is definitely Crockett Johnson and Ruth Krauss: How an Unlikely Couple Found Love, Dodged the FBI, and
Transformed Children's Literature (Children's Literature Association Series).
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