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"All stars are celebrities, but not all celebrities are stars," states David Shumway in the introduction to Rock
Star, an informal history of rock stardom. This deceptively simple statement belies the complex definition
and meaning of stardom and more specifically of rock icons. Shumway looks at the careers and cultural
legacies of seven rock stars in the context of popular music and culture?Elvis Presley, James Brown, Bob
Dylan, the Rolling Stones, the Grateful Dead, Joni Mitchell, and Bruce Springsteen. Granted, there are many
more names that fall into the rock icon category and that might rightfully appear on this list. Partly, that is
the point: "rock star" is a familiar and desired category but also a contested one.

Shumway investigates the rock star as a particular kind of cultural construction, different from mere
celebrity. After the golden age of moviemaking, media exposure allowed rock stars more political sway than
Hollywood's studio stars, and rock stars gradually replaced movie stars as key cultural heroes. Because of
changes in American society and the media industries, rock stars have become much more explicitly political
figures than were the stars of Hollywood’s studio era. Rock stars, moreover, are icons of change, though not
always progressive, whose public personas read like texts produced collaboratively by the performers
themselves, their managers, and record companies. These stars thrive in a variety of media, including
recorded music, concert performance, dress, staging, cover art, films, television, video, print, and others.

Filled with memorable photographs, Rock Star will appeal to anyone interested in modern American popular
culture or music history.
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From reader reviews:

Jeffrey Osburn:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information today can get by anyone at everywhere. The
information can be a expertise or any news even an issue. What people must be consider if those information
which is from the former life are challenging be find than now is taking seriously which one works to believe
or which one often the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable resource then you buy it as your
main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will not happen within
you if you take Rock Star: The Making of Musical Icons from Elvis to Springsteen as the daily resource
information.

Rosemary Perez:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the name Rock Star: The
Making of Musical Icons from Elvis to Springsteen suitable to you? Often the book was written by well
known writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Rock Star: The Making of Musical Icons from Elvis to
Springsteenis the main of several books in which everyone read now. That book was inspired lots of people
in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know ahead of.
The author explained their thought in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to recognise the core
of this publication. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. To help you to
see the represented of the world with this book.

Gwendolyn Mullins:

You are able to spend your free time to see this book this guide. This Rock Star: The Making of Musical
Icons from Elvis to Springsteen is simple to develop you can read it in the park, in the beach, train in
addition to soon. If you did not get much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is
make you quicker to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Shelley Gavin:

Beside this particular Rock Star: The Making of Musical Icons from Elvis to Springsteen in your phone, it
could possibly give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or info. The information and the
knowledge you might got here is fresh from your oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an older
people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have Rock Star: The Making of Musical Icons from Elvis to
Springsteen because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you occasionally have book
but you don't get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this within
your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. So do you
still want to miss that? Find this book in addition to read it from right now!
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