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Although it was the largest and final battle of the Pacific War, the Battle for Okinawa has long been
overshadowed by other dramatic events in 1945. The books that have been written about it emphasize the
role of infantrymen, armor, and U.S. Marines. This work takes a fresh perspective and focuses on the vital
role played by the U.S. Army's forward artillery observers--the eyes and ears of American artillery who were
among the least recognized heroes of the war. According to Rodney Earl Walton, U.S. artillerymen matched
Japanese gunners in intensity and surpassed them in effectiveness because their forward observers were able
to provide a much shorter response time to requests for artillery support. Divided into teams consisting of
four or five men led by an artillery lieutenant, these observers would spend three days on the front lines
directing artillery against enemy positions, return to their artillery battery for three days, and then rotate up to
the line of battle again. While trying to maximize the damage inflicted on the enemy, the men had to deal
with the ever-present possibility of firing on their own forces. The ability to shift artillery fire throughout the
battlefield was a new development in World War II, and its evolution is fully examined in the book.

Walton, the son of one of the forward observers on Okinawa, spent more than twenty years investigating
what happened to his father and other artillerymen during the conflict. Interviews with the artillerymen and
the infantrymen they supported are central to his story, which is filled with gripping and sometimes
humorous accounts of what happened. The work stands as a stirring tribute from the "baby boom generation"
to the "greatest generation."
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From reader reviews:

Grace Moreno:

The book Big Guns, Brave Men: Mobile Artillery Observers and the Battle for Okinawa make one feel enjoy
for your spare time. You should use to make your capable more increase. Book can being your best friend
when you getting stress or having big problem with the subject. If you can make studying a book Big Guns,
Brave Men: Mobile Artillery Observers and the Battle for Okinawa to get your habit, you can get a lot more
advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You may
know everything if you like open and read a guide Big Guns, Brave Men: Mobile Artillery Observers and the
Battle for Okinawa. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or some
others. So , how do you think about this guide?

Blanche Watson:

The publication untitled Big Guns, Brave Men: Mobile Artillery Observers and the Battle for Okinawa is the
guide that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to
you actually. The language that publisher use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The copy writer was did a lot of investigation when write the book, and so the information that
they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of Big Guns, Brave Men:
Mobile Artillery Observers and the Battle for Okinawa from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free
time.

Helen Albertson:

Reading a book to get new life style in this year; every people loves to read a book. When you study a book
you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, mainly because
book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that
you have read. In order to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you act
like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and also soon. The Big Guns,
Brave Men: Mobile Artillery Observers and the Battle for Okinawa will give you new experience in reading
a book.

Emily Scott:

Is it an individual who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day through watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Big Guns, Brave Men: Mobile
Artillery Observers and the Battle for Okinawa can be the response, oh how comes? The new book you
know. You are therefore out of date, spending your time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd
activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?
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