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“[T]his fine book . . . . enlarges our vision of one of the great national cinematic flowerings of the last
decade.”—Martin Scorsese, from the foreword

In the late 1990s, South Korean film and other cultural products, broadly known as hallyu (Korean wave),
gained unprecedented international popularity. Korean films earned an all-time high of $60.3 million in
Japan in 2005, and they outperformed their Hollywood competitors at Korean box offices. In Virtual Hallyu,
Kyung Hyun Kim reflects on the precariousness of Korean cinema’s success over the past decade. Arguing
that state film policies and socioeconomic factors cannot fully explain cinema’s true potentiality, Kim draws
on Deleuze’s concept of the virtual—according to which past and present and truth and falsehood
coexist—to analyze the temporal anxieties and cinematic ironies embedded in screen figures such as a made-
in-the-USA aquatic monster (The Host), a postmodern Chosun-era wizard (Jeon Woo-chi), a schizo man-
child (Oasis), a weepy North Korean terrorist (Typhoon), a salary man turned vengeful fighting machine
(Oldboy), and a sick nationalist (the repatriated colonial-era film Spring of Korean Peninsula). Kim
maintains that the full significance of hallyu can only be understood by exposing the implicit and explicit
ideologies of protonationalism and capitalism that, along with Korea’s ambiguous post-democratization and
neoliberalism, are etched against the celluloid surfaces.
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From reader reviews:

Joseph McNeal:

The book Virtual Hallyu: Korean Cinema of the Global Era can give more knowledge and also the precise
product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave a very important thing like a book
Virtual Hallyu: Korean Cinema of the Global Era? Some of you have a different opinion about guide. But
one aim that will book can give many data for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with your
book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you can give for each other; you may share all of
these. Book Virtual Hallyu: Korean Cinema of the Global Era has simple shape but the truth is know: it has
great and massive function for you. You can appear the enormous world by open up and read a reserve. So it
is very wonderful.

Kristin Walker:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy
particular person? If you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is make you feel bored faster.
And you have free time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They need to answer
that question because just their can do in which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person.
Yes, it is correct. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this kind of Virtual Hallyu:
Korean Cinema of the Global Era to read.

Jonathan Zahn:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also be a life style. This reading practice give you lot of
advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book this
improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of guide you read, if you
want have more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want truly feel happy read
one with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The particular Virtual Hallyu: Korean Cinema of
the Global Era is kind of publication which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

William Moreau:

As a college student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or to
make summary for some book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's soul or real their
hobby. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there but nothing
reading very seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring as well as can't see colorful
pics on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on this era,
many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this
Virtual Hallyu: Korean Cinema of the Global Era can make you sense more interested to read.
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