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A history of the Jewish people from bris to burial, from “muscle Jews” to nose jobs.

Melvin Konner, a renowned doctor and anthropologist, takes the measure of the “Jewish body,” considering
sex, circumcision, menstruation, and even those most elusive and controversial of microscopic
markers–Jewish genes. But this is not only a book that examines the human body through the prism of
Jewish culture. Konner looks as well at the views of Jewish physiology held by non-Jews, and the way those
views seeped into Jewish thought. He describes in detail the origins of the first nose job, and he writes about
the Nazi ideology that categorized Jews as a public health menace on par with rats or germs.

A work of grand historical and philosophical sweep, The Jewish Body discusses the subtle relationship
between the Jewish conception of the physical body and the Jewish conception of a bodiless God. It is a
book about the relationship between a land–Israel–and the bodily sense not merely of individuals but of a
people. As Konner describes, a renewed focus on the value of physical strength helped generate the creation
of a Jewish homeland, and continued in the wake of it.

With deep insight and great originality, Konner gives us nothing less than an anatomical history of the
Jewish people.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Lisa Morgan:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also work as a life style. This
reading routine give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the rest of
the information inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on
what kind of book you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with training books but if you want
experience happy read one with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The particular The
Jewish Body: An Anatomical History of the Jewish People (Jewish Encounters Series) is kind of guide
which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Peter Tesch:

The particular book The Jewish Body: An Anatomical History of the Jewish People (Jewish Encounters
Series) will bring that you the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to spell out the idea is
very unique. If you try to find new book to learn, this book very suitable to you. The book The Jewish Body:
An Anatomical History of the Jewish People (Jewish Encounters Series) is much recommended to you to
study. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Patricia Stroud:

The reason why? Because this The Jewish Body: An Anatomical History of the Jewish People (Jewish
Encounters Series) is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap the item but
latter it will shock you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who
write the book in such incredible way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining approach
but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going
to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book have got such as help
improving your proficiency and your critical thinking method. So , still want to hold off having that book? If
I had been you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Michael Larose:

This The Jewish Body: An Anatomical History of the Jewish People (Jewish Encounters Series) is brand-
new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information given it relief your hunger of
knowledge. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having little
bit of digest in reading this The Jewish Body: An Anatomical History of the Jewish People (Jewish
Encounters Series) can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside this particular
book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books acquire itself in the form that is reachable by anyone,
yes I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in guide form make them feel drowsy even dizzy
this publication is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a guide especially this one. You can find actually
looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book sort for your better



life as well as knowledge.
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