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They charmed some of Europe’s most illustrious men, honing their social skills as well as their sexual ones,
and accumulating wealth, fame, and power along the way. Unlike their geisha counterparts, courtesans didn't
lived in brothels or bend their wills to suit their suitors. They were the muses who enflamed the hearts of our
most celebrated artists--Raphael, Manet, Dumas, and Proust, to name just a few--as well as becoming artists
in their own right. Offering the first comprehensive tour of their worlds, Susan Griffins celebrates these first
feminists and hails their virtues: Timing, Beauty, Cheek, Brilliance, Gaiety, Grace, and Charm.

From Veronica Franco, who graced the palazzos of sixteenth-century Venice, and Madame de Pompadour,
the arbiter of all things fashionable at Versailles during the reign of Lous XV, to La Belle Otero of the grand
boulevards of Paris in the Gay Nineties and Marion Davies, who took Hollywood by storm in the 1920's and
1930's, The Book of the Courtesans enticingly illustrates the intricacies of their lavish lifestyles and
incredible life stories. Fascinating true tales and enlightening snippets from courtesans' memoirs further
reveal how these cunning women seized their opportunity to become the West's first liberators, free to
choose their own lovers and command remarkable respect.

Delving into his scintillating world, The Book of the Courtesans is an impeccably researched, beautifully
crafted portrait of some of the most intriguing figures in women's history.
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From reader reviews:

Lauren Marine:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take
a walk, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open as well as read a book eligible The Book of the
Courtesans: A Catalogue of Their Virtues? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You know beside you can
spend your time with the favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you
have other opinion?

George Walker:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a guide your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand than other is
high. In your case who want to start reading a new book, we give you that The Book of the Courtesans: A
Catalogue of Their Virtues book as basic and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is more than just
a book.

Antonio Fells:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind talent
or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to can satisfy
your short period of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find publication that need
more time to be go through. The Book of the Courtesans: A Catalogue of Their Virtues can be your answer
because it can be read by you who have those short extra time problems.

Susan Hare:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This kind of The Book of the Courtesans: A Catalogue of Their
Virtues can give you a lot of good friends because by you investigating this one book you have matter that
they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you to get
success. This book offer you information that might be your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than
different make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let me have The Book of the Courtesans: A
Catalogue of Their Virtues.
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