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In the spring of 1884 Ulysses S. Grant heeded the advice of Mark Twain and finally agreed to write his
memoirs. Little did Grant or Twain realize that this seemingly straightforward decision would profoundly
alter not only both their lives but the course of American literature. Over the next fifteen months, as the two
men became close friends and intimate collaborators, Grant raced against the spread of cancer to compose a
triumphant account of his life and times—while Twain struggled to complete and publish his greatest novel,
Adventures of Huckleberry Finn.In this deeply moving and meticulously researched book, veteran writer
Mark Perry reconstructs the heady months when Grant and Twain inspired and cajoled each other to create
two quintessentially American masterpieces.

In a bold and colorful narrative, Perry recounts the early careers of these two giants, traces their quest for
fame and elusive fortunes, and then follows the series of events that brought them together as friends. The
reason Grant let Twain talk him into writing his memoirs was simple: He was bankrupt and needed the
money. Twain promised Grant princely returns in exchange for the right to edit and publish the book—and
though the writer’s own finances were tottering, he kept his word to the general and his family.

Mortally ill and battling debts, magazine editors, and a constant crush of reporters, Grant fought bravely to
get the story of his life and his Civil War victories down on paper. Twain, meanwhile, staked all his hopes,
both financial and literary, on the tale of a ragged boy and a runaway slave that he had been unable to finish
for decades. As Perry delves into the story of the men’s deepening friendship and mutual influence, he
arrives at the startling discovery of the true model for the character of Huckleberry Finn.

With a cast of fascinating characters, including General William T. Sherman, William Dean Howells,
William Henry Vanderbilt, and Abraham Lincoln, Perry’s narrative takes in the whole sweep of a glittering,
unscrupulous age. A story of friendship and history, inspiration and desperation, genius and ruin, Grant and
Twain captures a pivotal moment in the lives of two towering Americans and the age they epitomized.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Cockrell:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also work as a life style. This
reading practice give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of
the information inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get
based on what kind of publication you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with training books but
if you want experience happy read one having theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Typically the
Grant and Twain: The Story of a Friendship That Changed America is kind of guide which is giving the
reader unforeseen experience.

Summer McGaugh:

The reserve with title Grant and Twain: The Story of a Friendship That Changed America has lot of
information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This specific book exist
new expertise the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world currently. That
is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you in
new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read it
anywhere you want.

Latricia Wynkoop:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Grant and Twain: The Story
of a Friendship That Changed America, you may enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still
would like to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't
buy it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Gail Blakely:

Grant and Twain: The Story of a Friendship That Changed America can be one of your beginning books that
are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that can
increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information.
The author giving his/her effort to put every word into joy arrangement in writing Grant and Twain: The
Story of a Friendship That Changed America yet doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the
hottest in addition to based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great
information can certainly drawn you into new stage of crucial imagining.
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