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"This remarkable book is proof that alight hand is the most masterful. Anne Pierson Wiese's poems read so
easily and pleasurably that one hardly realizes one has been confidently moved to a dightly different
dimension, aworld resembling ours but better observed, and quieter—in the best sense. . . . Thisis
completely accomplished poetry of avery brave kind, daring to be immodestly good—modestly."—Kay
Ryan, from her judge’s citation Anne Pierson Wiese' s first collection of poemsilluminates the everyday and
the lessons to be learned amid life's routines. The poems in Floating City might be called poetry of place.
Many are set in New Y ork City, but they simultaneously inhabit arealm in which a mundane physical
location or daily exchange can be seen to have human significance beyond the immediate. When one
dismisses from one's mind the idea that going to the park, doing the laundry, buying a sandwich, and riding
the subway are familiar experiences, one makes room for the actual to ally with the hypothetical by means of
the emotions. The result, Wiese eloquently shows, is aform of truth that is silently generated whenever
human beings earnestly endeavor to absorb the world.

The century plant’s flowered spear appears only once, twenty feet tall, shortly before its death. Given the
proper conditions, al plants bloom on schedule. We are less sure of ourselves, the conditions we make for
presenting what's inside us to the world less specific; we are haunted by unplantlike doubts about the worth
of what we have to offer. The Botanic Garden had advertised the event. | don't remember how old | was,
maybe ten. There was a onceinalifetime line in the conservatory, afamiliar smell of growth and decay, the
choice to look or ook away.

"The Century Plant” published in Floating City by Anne Pierson Wiese Copyright © 2007 by Anne Pierson
Wiese. All rights reserved.

AUTHOR BIO: Anne Pierson Wiese was born in Minneapolis and raised in Brooklyn. She was the recipient
of the 2004 "Discovery"/The Nation Poetry Prize and a 2005 New Y ork Foundation for the Arts Poetry
Fellowship. Her poems have appeared in numerous publications, including The Nation, Southwest Review,
Prairie Schooner, Raritan, Carolina Quarterly, and others. She currently resides with her husband in New
York City.
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From reader reviews:
David Soto:

This Floating City: Poems (Walt Whitman Award of the Academy of American Poets) are usualy reliable
for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The main reason of this Floating City: Poems
(Walt Whitman Award of the Academy of American Poets) can be one of the great books you must haveis
giving you more than just simple studying food but feed anyone with information that probably will shock
your previous knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it al over the place and whenever your
conditionsin the e-book and printed people. Beside that this Floating City: Poems (Walt Whitman Award of
the Academy of American Poets) forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example rich
vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that could it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and
enjoy reading.

Michael Ramsey:

Reading a book to be new life style in this season; every people loves to go through abook. When you learn
abook you can get alots of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, due to
the fact book has alot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book
that you have read. If you wish to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to afiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and
also soon. The Floating City: Poems (Walt Whitman Award of the Academy of American Poets) provide you
with anew experience in studying a book.

Jolene Rivera;

Beside this specific Floating City: Poems (Walt Whitman Award of the Academy of American Poets) in your
phone, it might give you away to get nearer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the
knowledge you might got here is fresh from oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an old people live
in narrow village. It is good thing to have Floating City: Poems (Walt Whitman Award of the Academy of
American Poets) because this book offersto you readable information. Do you occasionally have book but
you seldom get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have thisin your hand. The
Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss
that? Find this book and also read it from now!

Luz Cox:

As astudent exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or make
summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's spirit or real their
interest. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading really. Any students fedl that studying is not important, boring along with can't see colorful
images on there. Y eah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that on this



time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. So, this
Floating City: Poems (Walt Whitman Award of the Academy of American Poets) can make you truly feel
more interested to read.
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