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1954: Perhaps no single baseball season has so profoundly changed the game forever. In that year—the same
in which the US Supreme Court unanimously ruled, in the case of Brown vs. Board of Education, that
segregation of the races be outlawed in America's public schools—Larry Doby's Indians won an American
League record 111 games, dethroned the five-straight World Series champion Yankees, and went on to play
Willie Mays's Giants in the first World Series that featured players of color on both teams.
 
Seven years after Jackie Robinson had broken the baseball color line, 1954 was a triumphant watershed
season for black players—and, in a larger sense, for baseball and the country as a whole. While Doby was
the dominant player in the American League, Mays emerged as the preeminent player in the National
League, with a flair and boyish innocence that all fans, black and white, quickly came to embrace. Mays was
almost instantly beloved in 1954, much of that due to how seemingly easy it was for him to live up to the
effusive buildup from his Giants manager, Leo Durocher, a man more widely known for his ferocious "nice
guys finish last" attitude.
 
Award-winning, New York Times bestselling author Bill Madden delivers the first major book to fully
examine the 1954 baseball season, drawn largely from exclusive recent interviews with the major players
themselves, including Mays and Doby as well as New York baseball legends from that era: Yogi Berra and
Whitey Ford of the Yankees, Monte Irvin of the Giants, and Carl Erskine of the Dodgers. 1954 transports
readers across the baseball landscape of the time—from the spring training camps in Florida and Arizona to
baseball cities including New York, Baltimore, Chicago, and Cleveland—as future superstars such as Hank
Aaron, Ernie Banks, and others entered the leagues and continued to integrate the sport.

Weaving together the narrative of one of baseball's greatest seasons with the racially charged events of that
year, 1954 demonstrates how our national pastime—with the notable exception of the Yankees, who
represented "white supremacy" in the game—was actually ahead of the curve in terms of the acceptance of
black Americans, while the nation at large continued to struggle with tolerance.
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From reader reviews:

Maude Porter:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information currently can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a expertise or any news even restricted. What people must be consider when those
information which is inside the former life are challenging be find than now could be taking seriously which
one would work to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable resource then
you get it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will not
happen within you if you take 1954: The Year Willie Mays and the First Generation of Black Superstars
Changed Major League Baseball Forever as your daily resource information.

Todd James:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
You can observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended for your requirements is 1954: The Year Willie Mays and the First Generation of Black
Superstars Changed Major League Baseball Forever this guide consist a lot of the information of the
condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented how can the world has grown up. The words
styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some analysis when he
makes this book. That is why this book acceptable all of you.

Pam Boyd:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our know-how for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we wish. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This reserve 1954: The Year Willie Mays and the First Generation of Black Superstars
Changed Major League Baseball Forever was filled with regards to science. Spend your time to add your
knowledge about your science competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading some sort of
book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like
currently, many ways to get book which you wanted.

Lisa Williams:

Guide is one of source of understanding. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen require book to know the upgrade information of year to be able to year. As we
know those publications have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to
around the world. With the book 1954: The Year Willie Mays and the First Generation of Black Superstars
Changed Major League Baseball Forever we can take more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To
get creative person must like to read a book. Simply choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't



always be doubt to change your life with that book 1954: The Year Willie Mays and the First Generation of
Black Superstars Changed Major League Baseball Forever. You can more inviting than now.
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