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In this absorbing book, George McKenna ranges across the entire panorama of American history to track the
development of American patriotism. That patriotism—shaped by Reformation Protestantism and imbued
with the American Puritan belief in a providential “errand”—has evolved over 350 years and influenced
American political culture in both positive and negative ways, McKenna shows. The germ of the patriotism,
an activist theology that stressed collective rather than individual salvation, began in the late 1630s in New
England and traveled across the continent, eventually becoming a national phenomenon. Today, American
patriotism still reflects its origins in the seventeenth century.
 
By encouraging cohesion in a nation of diverse peoples and inspiring social reform, American patriotism has
sometimes been a force for good. But the book also uncovers a darker side of the nation’s patriotism—a
prejudice against the South in the nineteenth century, for example, and a tendency toward nativism and anti-
Catholicism. Ironically, a great reversal has occurred, and today the most fervent believers in the Puritan
narrative are the former “outsiders”—Catholics and Southerners. McKenna offers an interesting new
perspective on patriotism’s role throughout American history, and he concludes with trenchant thoughts on
its role in the post-9/11 era.
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From reader reviews:

Steven Dillinger:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man? If
you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And
you have free time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They must answer that
question since just their can do that will. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
right. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this particular The Puritan Origins of
American Patriotism to read.

Nicholas Buchanan:

This The Puritan Origins of American Patriotism book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have after that it
the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is usually information inside this
publication incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will
get. This particular The Puritan Origins of American Patriotism without we know teach the one who studying
it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't end up being worry The Puritan Origins of American
Patriotism can bring whenever you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' come to be full because
you can have it in the lovely laptop even telephone. This The Puritan Origins of American Patriotism having
excellent arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Lauren Smith:

This The Puritan Origins of American Patriotism are generally reliable for you who want to be described as a
successful person, why. The reason of this The Puritan Origins of American Patriotism can be among the
great books you must have is giving you more than just simple examining food but feed you actually with
information that probably will shock your prior knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it almost
everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed people. Beside that this The Puritan
Origins of American Patriotism forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary,
giving you tryout of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it appreciate
reading.

Michael Spicer:

The publication with title The Puritan Origins of American Patriotism has lot of information that you can
study it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This book exist new knowledge the information that
exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to know how
the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you in new era of the the positive effect. You can
read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.
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