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In one lifetime, GDP, or Gross Domestic Product, has ballooned from a narrow economic tool into a global
article of faith. It is our universal yardstick of progress. As The Little Big Number demonstrates, this spells
trouble. While economies and cultures measure their performance by it, GDP ignores central facts such as
quality, costs, or purpose. It only measures output: more cars, more accidents; more lawyers, more trials;
more extraction, more pollution--all count as success. Sustainability and quality of life are overlooked.
Losses don't count. GDP promotes a form of stupid growth and ignores real development.

How and why did we get to this point? Dirk Philipsen uncovers a submerged history dating back to the
1600s, climaxing with the Great Depression and World War II, when the first version of GDP arrived at the
forefront of politics. Transcending ideologies and national differences, GDP was subsequently transformed
from a narrow metric to the purpose of economic activity. Today, increasing GDP is the highest goal of
politics. In accessible and compelling prose, Philipsen shows how it affects all of us.

But the world can no longer afford GDP rule. A finite planet cannot sustain blind and indefinite expansion. If
we consider future generations equal to our own, replacing the GDP regime is the ethical imperative of our
times. More is not better. As Philipsen demonstrates, the history of GDP reveals unique opportunities to
fashion smarter goals and measures. The Little Big Number explores a possible roadmap for a future that
advances quality of life rather than indiscriminate growth.
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From reader reviews:

Maureen Perdue:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive right
now, people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place
and notice by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a e-book your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand up than
other is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading a new book, we give you this particular The Little
Big Number: How GDP Came to Rule the World and What to Do about It book as nice and daily reading
guide. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

John Merritt:

Precisely why? Because this The Little Big Number: How GDP Came to Rule the World and What to Do
about It is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap it but latter it will shock
you with the secret it inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who else write the book in such
awesome way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the
meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This
unique book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book possess such as help improving your
proficiency and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to delay having that book? If I were you I will
go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Scott Reisinger:

Many people spending their period by playing outside with friends, fun activity together with family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It alright
you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like The Little Big Number:
How GDP Came to Rule the World and What to Do about It which is having the e-book version. So , try out
this book? Let's observe.

Christopher Bohner:

This The Little Big Number: How GDP Came to Rule the World and What to Do about It is brand-new way
for you who has fascination to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger associated
with. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having tiny
amount of digest in reading this The Little Big Number: How GDP Came to Rule the World and What to Do
about It can be the light food for you because the information inside this particular book is easy to get simply
by anyone. These books build itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-
book form. People who think that in reserve form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this guide is the answer.
So there isn't any in reading a guide especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be



here for a person. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book style for your better life along with knowledge.
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